
SEARCH

Search

FEATURED INTERVIEW

Slash

FEATURED REVIEWS

RECENT POSTS

NEWS: All hail guitar-loving
mining company Atlas Iron
Ltd
’Bursting with History: Five
Famous ’59 Les Pauls
NEWS: Kirk Hammett
writing book, BCC tops UK
chart
NEWS: Mr Big records new
CD, Devin Townsend plans
double album
NEWS: AIMS 2010 –
Australian International

« VIDEO REVIEW: Bullet Cables Black Skull
REMINDER: Galli D-Tuned string giveaway for Oz readers »

REVIEW: MXR Micro Chorus (with demo video)
June 9th, 2010 | Author: Peter Hodgson

The MXR Micro Chorus is a reissue of an old school pedal, and while I love my MXR
Stereo Chorus, which gives you a lot of control over its various options, the Micro Chorus
comes from a different place: this little yellow marvel has only a single Rate pot for
control, nothing else.
Housed in the same sized box as a Phase 90, the Micro Chorus won’t take up much of
your pedalboard, and the bright yellow will definitely ensure you can see it on stage. It
also comes with that handy little knob cover which allows you to vary the Rate control with
the side of your foot while you’re playing – great for speeding up the rate for dramatic
effect, or just for dialling in different settings between songs without bending over and
risking a catastrophic split in your spandex.
There’s a single input, single output, true bypass switch, and a red LED. You’ll have to
unscrew the back to access the battery, or there’s a 9v adaptor jack by the guitar input.
I tested the Micro Chorus with my beloved Ibanez Talman, which has two humbuckers and
various pickup selection options including single coil and parallel. On the slowest rate
setting there’s a floaty, dreamy quality to the tone which makes it great for sustained clean
chords and riffs that include a lot of ringing open strings. There’s an almost flanger-like
vibe in this mode, with a definite rise-and-fall undertone. With distortion this sounds even
more flangeresque.
At medium settings, the Micro Chorus can sound more swirly and vintage, if you use
lower amounts of overdrive, or hi-fi and 80s if you use clean or distorted settings. This is a
great mode for those 80s Rush chord sounds, Steve Vai ‘Eat ‘Em And Smile’ rhythm
tones, or mega-distorted Zakk Wylde riffage. Even though the pedal is only mono,
medium settings impart a sense of depth and dimension.
At fast settings you’ll find dead-on Hammond organ sounds (roll your tone control back a
little to bring this out further), with great warbly, wobbly Leslie tones. It’s also great for
adding shimmer to delicate indie chording, and making more jangly, strummy riffs jump
out with a strobey, psychedelic vibe.
For the Micro Chorus, looks are very deceiving. It does a huge amount and is suitable for
a startlingly wide range of styles, yet it gives you control over only a single parameter.
Luckily the depth of the chorus is voiced so carefully and expertly that you really don’t miss
having a separate control for it.
LINK: Jim Dunlop
Here’s my demo video.
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